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For the past 50 years, this campus setting has been a special place where thousands of graduates can claim the 
Knolls as their Alma Mater. Opened in 1964 and built to accommodate approximately 1,000 students, Morris 
Knolls immediately established itself as a highly reputable secondary school. Starting with a staff of 74, and 
classrooms numbering 54, Morris Knolls High School expanded rapidly. By 1970, the functional capacity was 
doubled to 2,100 as a result of a major building addition, including more classrooms, a spacious auditorium, 
an expanded gymnasium and a second cafeteria. 
  
By the late 1970's, Morris Knolls High School reached its zenith in the size of the student body with almost 
2,200 students and professional staff of 150 classroom teachers, support personnel and building administra-
tors. Along with the rapid enrollment growth in the '70s the curriculum was significantly broadened to enrich 
the educational experience of students. Our work study and vocational technical programs enabled us to pro-
vide learning opportunities compatible with the world of work. During that period of time, Morris Knolls af-
firmed its place as a comprehensive educational institution. 

Opened:  1964                   
Mascot:                   Golden Eagle 
School Colors:        Green, Gold and White 
Yearbook:               The Talon (Eagle's Claw) 
Newspaper:            The Quill 
Publication:            Spectrum 
Communities:         Rockaway Township & Denville  

The first graduating class of 1966 voted on 
the name of the school, mascot and colors. Students 
wanted to name the school after President Kennedy 
who was recently assassinated but was vetoed by 
school officials. Another choice for the name of the 
school was Crestmont High. 

1973 



As Morris Knolls High School entered the 1980s, a third major campus improvement was initiated, culminat-
ing in the dedication ceremony of Caruso Stadium in 1983. Outdoor athletic facilities were upgraded, a campus 
beautification program was implemented to maintain the high standards for site and facilities care. The 1980s 
saw the start of our innovative Gifted and Talented Program, a Freshman Awareness Program, Advance Place-
ment courser, a Peer Listening Program and a host of state and nationally recognized special programs de-
signed to meet the changing needs of our school population. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1990s brought dramatic changes in technology and Morris Knolls has kept pace with these changes by 
adding numerous computer laboratories, course offerings across the curriculum utilizing computers and a vari-
ety of computer software. 
 
Entering the new millennium Morris Knolls again moved forward, this time by adding an addition to the build-
ing and improving campus facilities. In 2003 MK started construction on a two story science wing. Major ren-
ovations included a new gym floor and bleachers, locker and team rooms, tennis courts, new surface for the 
track, and chairs and carpet for the auditorium. The art and technology departments were also renovated. Con-
struction was completed in 2007.  

In 2013 the grass field at Caruso Stadium was replaced with state of the art turf field. 
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Morris Knolls Property History 
 

by 
 

Vito L. Bianco 
 

The history of Morris Knolls begins with an unlikely source: the elderly William Penn 
(1644-1718).  Penn “was an English Quaker most noted for founding Pennsylvania in 
1682. However, before he crossed to the western side of the Delaware, he and the other 
Quaker proprietors had purchased the rights to West New Jersey from John Lord 
Berkley sometime after 1674, and to East New Jersey from the estate of Sir George 
Carteret beginning in 1681.”1  In the years just prior to his death, William Penn began 
to locate lands for himself in what would become Morris County.   
 

 
William Penn 

 

“The proprietors’ lands in Morris County were referred to as a new ‘promised land’ 
[intended to provide] a place of sanctuary and refuge for fellow Quakers.”2 The June 
14, 1715 survey of William Penn’s lots No. 74 and No. 77 is the earliest-known map of 
lands now primarily within Denville Township.3   
 

                                                 
1 Vito Bianco, Images of America Denville (2001), p. 12. 
2 Id. 
3 Vito Bianco, Images of America Denville (2001), p. 8. 
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Detail of William Penn’s 1715 survey showing lots No. 74 (left), where 
Morris Knolls would  
be located, and No. 77 (right), totaling 3,750 acres, most of which is 
now in Denville. 

 
 

Together the two lots comprised a total of 3,750 acres.  The plotting of Penn’s lots 
shows that the Morris Knolls property was once part of the 1,250 acre tract of Lot No. 
74, located near the lot’s northern property line.4  
 
“After Penn’s death in 1718, his two sons began to sell the Quaker lands. At that time, 
many Philadelphia-based Quaker families began to migrate to Morris County.”5 
 
The Morris Knolls property likely remained part of a large wooded land-holding for 
many years.  By the mid 19th century, however, detailed maps began to record families 
living along Franklin Avenue abutting the property.  The house closest to where 
Morris Knolls is today was owned by Josiah Collins (1830-1889).  Directly across 
Franklin Avenue from Collins was Joseph L. Zeak (1821-1911) and his wife Mary C. 
Genung (1808-1895); next to them was Charles M. Crampton (1808-1889). Further 
south on Franklin Avenue, on the school side, was John Blanchard (born 1810 or 1818, 

                                                 
4 The property claims of the Quaker Proprietors were resurveyed in the 1880s to resolve property disputes.  The author 
used those surveys to determine that the location of the Morris Knolls property was within William Penn’s Lot No. 74. 
5 Vito Bianco, Images of America Denville (2001), p. 12. 
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died 1891); next to him was Elias L. Palmer6 (1808-1885), son of Ezekiel and Sally 
Hall Palmer, and grandson of Jacob and Phebe Palmer, among Denville’s earliest 
settlers.  Jacob Palmer was one of Denville’s Revolutionary War veterans.  He came 
from Long Island about 1760. He was a forgeman by trade and probably worked at the 
Franklin Forge on Cooper Road.7 
 

 
Detail of Beers 1868 map of Rockaway Township showing the area 
along Franklin Avenue. 

 

                                                 
6 His wife Nancy Palmer (1823-1860), died prior to the 1868 publication of the Beers map. 
7 Jane Elizabeth Willis and Robert A. Illig, The Patriots of Denville (1976), p.28. 
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Nothing could be found on the J. Bryant who appears across Franklin Avenue from 
Elias L. Palmer.  Caleb W. Hopler (1845-1914) would appear on a later map8 close the 
Josiah Collins.  Into the 20th century, these properties would change hands many times.   
 
In the 1930s, Luigi Susco (1892-1983) purchased a number of acres along Route 46 
and Franklin Avenue in Rockaway, and in 1936 re-located his lumber mill there after 
operating in Rockaway Valley since the end of World War I.   
 

 
Luigi Susco with his daughter RoseMary on his lumber sled, winter 1936. 

 

His property abutted the Morris Knolls property where it is believed he had timber 
rights, and constructed a portable sawmill that was set up until all the timber was cut 
and harvested.9   
 

                                                 
8 Robinson map, 1887. 
9 Interview with Vito J. Bianco. 
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Luigi Susco cutting timber in the 1940s. 

Luigi Susco’s daughter, RoseMary (born 1933), lived next the Morris Knolls property 
from 1936 until she move to Denville in 1957.  She recalled that the property was “all 
woods” and that “there was nothing there.”10   
 

                                                 
10 Interview with RoseMary Susco Bianco. 
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RoseMary Susco in 1947 

 
As a teenager, RoseMary used to sell Christmas cards to the families living along 
Franklin Avenue on both sides of the road along the Morris Knolls property “up to the 
entrance to the McWilliams Forge property.” She also remembered picking 
blackberries all along the Morris Knolls property in the summertime, as far as the 
railroad bridge on Franklin Avenue.11  In 1953, RoseMary married Vito J. Bianco 
(born 1932).  He went to work at the lumber mill for her father, and the young couple 
lived upstairs in her father’s house next to the Morris Knolls property for their first 
four years of marriage. 
 
Vito Bianco recalled walking the Morris Knolls property often.  He was taken by its 
natural beauty and abundance of wildlife, a refreshing change from Brooklyn where he 
was born and grew up. 

                                                 
11 Id. 
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Newlyweds, Vito and RoseMary Bianco, 1953 

 
“I used to hunt on the Morris Knolls property,” he recalled.  “Once I shot a deer there 
but I could not carry it back to the mill by myself. Luigi had to drive a truck into the 
woods and drag the deer back to the mill,” he said.  He remembered when the school 
district purchased the Morris Knolls property in the 1950s.  Afterword, Vito watched 
the progress of the construction of the new high school, as he would pass by the 
property daily.12 
 
While it appears that no significant historical event occurred on the Morris Knolls 
property, it did play a part in the every day lives of the people living along its roadside.  
From the property’s distinguished earliest owner to the many who have enjoyed its 
natural beauty since, the Morris Knolls property shares the common heritage of an area 
rich in historic value and abundant in simple traditions.   
 

                                                 
12 Interview with Vito J. Bianco. 



1964  

2014  



The Morris Knolls sign was made from left 
over iron beams when the school was built. 

Morris Knolls under construction 1963 From Google Earth 



1980  

1973  



Morris Knolls Today 

Science Wing 2007 

Extension 1967 

Tennis Courts 2007 

Caruso Stadium 1983 

Turf Field 2013 

Gym Extension 1967 

New Cafeterias 2007 

Cafe Extension 1967 

Auditorium 1967 

Take A Visual Tour of Morris Knolls Today 

http://www.mhrd.org/cms/lib07/NJ01000236/Centricity/Domain/404/Movie2.swf�


The	Principals	
1964	–	2014	

 

Mr. Robert Dikon 
1964-68 

Mr. Dave MacNicoll 
1968-79 

Mr. George Smith 
1979-92 

Mr. Kurt Weinheimer 
1992-2003 

Mr. Bill Cleffi 
2003-Present 



Original	Faculty	
Who	Retired	From	

MK	

Jim Belcher  
Vocational 

Frank Birkmeyer  
Language 

Vince Campopiano  
Guidance 

George Cass  
English 

Harold Curry  
Social Studies 

Marty Grogan  
Social Studies 

Mrs. Elizabeth Grogan 
Nurse 

Jim Horger 
Business 

Gene Kelly 
Athletic Director 



Barbara King  
Vocational 

Roger Lindemann  
Fine Arts 

Herb Lindsley  
Physical Education 

Pam Martin  
Language 

Pete Matthews  
English 

Jim McGraw  
Vocational 

Jack Moran 
Social Studies 

George Nixon 
Math 

Bob O’Mahen 
Language 

Original	Faculty	
Who	Retired	From	

MK	



Tom Pyrzynski  
Math 

Donna Rottengen  
Science 

Bill Sheehan  
Guidance 

Ray Tarchak  
Science 

Barbara Tarchak  
English 

Andrew Van Kouteren  
Math 

If I missed someone please contact me: dbenz@mhrd.org to be added to the list. 

Original	Faculty	
Who	Retired	From	

MK	

Boldface indicates came from Morris Hills when Morris Knolls opened. Thanks to Mr. Sanjay Iyer, Morris 
Knolls Class of 1997 and special contributor and ambassador for the Morris Hills Regional High School District, 
and Mr. Gene Melvin, an assistant principal at MH, for identifying these people. 

mailto:dbenz@mhrd.org�


Teacher of the Year

file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/teachofyear.html[6/12/2014 9:12:00 AM]

2007 Fred Flake2007 Stacy Snider

2006 Dr. William
Thalman

2005 Travis Everett 2001 Dick
Eckstein

2004 Lucile Schmidt-Nering 2002 David Lenox

1995 Dayle
Clifford

1996 Lewis Potters1997 Lynn Flatley

2000 Matt Higgins

2003 Susan Morton

1998 & 1999
Not Awarded

1994 Carole Shapiro 1993 James
Lavin

1991 Turid Rudge1992 Kathy
Anderson

1990 Sue Kolis 1987 Virginia Bau1988 James
Feehan

1989 Lorraine Hrobuchak

2008 Andrew Kreckmann
2009 Barbara Seaman-Kociencki2010 Jason Collinsworth

2011 Daniel Benz2012 Aaron Lipsen2013 William Erickson2014 Sonya Boyer

http://www.mhrd.k12.nj.us/mk/teachofyear/flake/
http://www.mhrd.k12.nj.us/mk/teachofyear/snider.html
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/Everett.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/lenox.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/flatley.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/higgins2000.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/shipiro.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/rudge.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/kolis.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/kreckman.htm
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/collinsworth.html
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/benz/default.html
http://www.mhrd.k12.nj.us/mk/teachofyear/lipsen/
file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/Erickson/default.html


Teacher of the Year

file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/teachers/teachofyear/teachofyear.html[6/12/2014 9:12:00 AM]

1986 Marlene
Rudder

1985 Walt Stasiak 1984 Rose
Malerek

1983 Terry
Christiano



Morris	Knolls	Grads	
Who	Came	Back	Home	

Here we honor all those Morris Knolls graduates who came back as teachers, administrators, 
support staff, office staff and maintenance workers. 

Kathy Lash Weinstein 1966 - Business Education 

Teachers 

Marit Gaynor 1967 - Physical Education 

Ted Dick 1967 - Social Studies Dave DeNure 1974 - Physical Education 

Bonnie Bayley Dux 1975 - English Jane Crothers Jones 1973 - Physical Education 



Lorraine Skutka 1980 - Math 

Michael Mugavero 1985 - Business Education 

Mary Ann McGavin Fisher  1978 - Sp. Education 

Jen Ambrosi Nienstadt 1987 - Health Education 

Richard Luttenberger 1989 - English Craig Miniter 1989 - Special Education 

Cindi Miniter Garcia 1992 - Special Education Kristi Augenstein 1995 - English 



John Miraldi 1998 - Technology Ed. 

Kristen Lyons Maravi 1999 - World Language 

Mary McKeon Miraldi 1997 - Technology Ed. 

Liz Fisher 2005 - Social Studies 

Laura Zvaleuskas 2006 - Social Studies Marissa Maiello 2008 - Math 

Emma Jean Grabowski 2008 - Special Education Mary McKeon and Emma Grabowski were MK Homecoming 
Queens 



Sue Mulcahey Egland 1968 - Office Staff  Carolyn Dickson Eriksson 1974 - Transportation 

Kathy Graner Dalman 1976 - Office Staff Chris Scherf Grossman 1981 - Office Staff 

Jeff Dorer 1990 - Maintenance Dave Dorer 1994 - Shipping & Receiving 

Morris	Knolls	Grads	
Who	Came	Back	Home	

Support Staff, Office Staff, Maintenance 



Jeff Sankowich  
1999 - Football Coach 

Steve Jones 2007 - Support Staff 

Josh Cacella 1999 - Support Staff AVA 

James Dunlap 1968 - Bus Driver 

Robert Merle 1980 - Asst. Principal MH 
Former Morris Knolls Social Studies Teacher 

and Football and Wrestling Coach 

Morris	Knolls	Grads	
Who	Came	Back	Home	

Here we honor all those Morris Knolls graduates who came back to work for the Morris Hills 
Regional District and Morris Hills HS. 

Heather McCauley 
2010 - Staff Assistant 

Jolyn Veres 2005  
Resource Teacher 

Pete Donegan  
1975 - Custodian 

Melissa Tomensky 

Staff Assistant 2005 



Jen Ward Toriello 1994 - District Supervisor of Instructional Services 

Scott Haigh 1985 - Police Officer Morris Hills 

Todd Toriello 1996 - Principal Morris Hills HS 

Joe Barchetto 1999 - MH Social Studies Teacher Lindsey Bischer 2001 - Psychology Teacher MH 

Coleen Perry 1990 - Business Ed. Teacher MH 

Megan Kennedy Burgin  2002 - Business Ed. 
Teacher MH 

If I missed anyone please send me your 
name, year of graduation and current 
position. 

dbenz@mhrd.org 

mailto:dbenz@mhrd.org�


Lee 
Doswell 

Judith 
Spinola 

John 
Hoase 

Nancy 
Howe 

Nancy 
Morrison 

Jennifer 
Schwehm 

Kathleen 
King 

Diane 
Wheeler 

Anne 
Demitrack 

Ronald 
Cacciola 

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

Glenn 
Gwozda 

Holly 
Corn 

Gail 
Sikes 

Mary Forsell 
Lori Loewen 

Jordan 
Corn 

Susan 
Rago 

Gary 
Glasser 

Joel 
Shapiro 

Steve 
Blake 

Brian 
Fields 

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Mary 
Charney 

Catherine 
Reese 

Kenneth 
Kovacs 

Karen 
MacArthur 

Jennifer 
Loftus 

Patricia 
Vogt 

Sharon 
Murphy 

Kerry 
Cummings 

Kenneth 
Wu 

Mark 
Will 

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Victor 
DeLorenzo 

Daniel 
Wu 

Natalie 
Robin 

Priya  
Batra 

Wendy 
Chang 

Margaret 
Cho 

Nick 
Chinskey 

Erin 
George 

Qi  
Yu 

Kelly 
Rosencrans 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Sam  
Kim 

Tracy 
Lum 

Michael 
Wexler 

Annie 
Chen 

Nicole 
Mallotides 

Blake  
Meza 

Yuchen 
Ji 

Emily 
Chen 

Timothy 
Ford 

 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Lee Doswell 
First Valedictorian 

Tim Ford 
2014 



Joanne 
Balmer 

Helen 
Snively 

David 
Black 

Susan 
Trenka 

Edward 
Oliverti 

Margot 
Strauss 

Mary 
Harris 

Cindy 
Horowitz 

Lawrence 
Wolf 

Evelyn 
McPartland 

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

David 
Wolff 

David 
Rubin 

Margaret 
Wood 

Kirk 
Greenway 

Grace 
Shuman 

Mark  
Staples 

Anamaria 
Henschke  

Bernard 
Boerchers 

Sumie 
Okazaki 

Stuart 
Wexler 

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Miriam 
Chen 

Christina 
Kern 

Jason 
Stout 

Daniel 
Kahn 

Ester  
Cohen 

Sarah 
Senesky 

Kevin 
Lash 

Pooja 
Marria 

Daniel 
Lutz 

Patrice 
Frackenpohl 

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Doris 
Kuo 

Cara  
DiYanni 

Jeffrey 
Siegelman 

Kristen 
Lyons 

Grace 
Auyeung 

Mansi 
Amin 

Brian 
DeChesare 

Tara 
Kaufmann 

Christine 
Stoddard 

Justin 
Nieusma 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Laura 
Meng 

Krupa 
Jani 

Megan 
Luce 

Jun John 
Yoo 

Megan 
McGlynn 

Allyson 
Wolf 

Monica 
Wojciechowski 

Victoria 
Quessessen 

Tiffany 
Xi 

 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Joanne Balmer 
First Salutatorian 

Tiffany Xi 
2014 



Ken 
Hughes 

Theodore 
Dick 

Tim 
Steele 

Tom 
Dux 

Dave 
Richards 

Rick 
Fox 

Richard 
Morell 

Kevin 
McLain 

Marc 
LaChac 

Art 
Cougle 

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

John 
McDonald 

Richard 
Crooker 

Tom  
Iuliano 

Dick 
Hayes 

George 
Henschke 

Steve  
Vittorio 

Joe 
McDonald 

Dwayne 
English 

Ed  
Bornemann 

Fred 
Kimble 

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1980 1981 1982 1982 1983 

Brian 
Leadbeater 

Scott 
Bower 

Robert 
McGowan 

Scott 
Comstock 

Craig 
McGriffin 

William 
Moran 

Lewis 
Benfatti 

Andy 
Brethorst 

Phil  
Falco 

Deacon 
Truesdale 

1984 1985 1986 1987 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 

Jeff 
Crane 

Vincent 
Shivas 

Mike 
VanDuyn 

Chris 
Cervona 

Corey 
Winer 

Doug 
Maritato 

Joseph 
Wilce 

Brian 
McDonald 

Darren 
Bornemann 

Joseph 
Barcetto 

1993 1993 1994 1995 1995 1996 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Bryan 
Flynn 

Sean 
Flynn 

Matthew 
Reilly 

Robert 
Jones 

Trevor 
Rudge 

J.T.  
Baxter 

Justin 
Brancaccio 

Steven 
Jones 

John 
Cordasco 

Chris 
Diaz 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Marc 
DeFeo 

Jake  
Moran 

Cody 
Greenhagen 

Nick  
Patterson 

Ryan 
Hanright 

Devon  
Lee 

    

2010 2011 2012 2013 2013 2014     

Harold	Quinn	III	Memorial	
Award	

Most	All	Around	Senior		
Athlete	‐		Male	

Ken Hughes 
1966 

Devon Lee 
2014 

Kevin McClain - Best Male 
Athlete  - 1973 



Barbara 
LoPallo 

Janet 
Raymond 

Jane 
Crothers 

Beth  
Jarett 

Dawn 
Weber 

Sandy 
Metz 

Donna 
Griffin 

Regina 
Squaire 

Linda 
Metz 

Kathy 
Johnson 

1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 

Beverly 
MacGray 

Carol 
Maioran 

Dawn 
Purdy 

Jo Ellen 
Cole 

Patricia 
Fox 

Carolyn 
Cochrane 

PattiLou 
Farrelly 

Kim 
Waldek 

Jennifer 
Griffiths 

Jennifer 
Schweizer 

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Heather 
Perry 

Amy  
Cunningham 

Tracy 
Pienkos 

Tara  
Murphy 

Lacy 
Thiery 

Jill  
London 

Kim  
Simonis 

Jessica 
DiMaria 

Rebecca 
Hall 

Keri  
Hyman 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1993 1994 1995 1996 1996 1997 

Keri  
Edwards 

Marissa 
McMahon 

Lauren 
Caprio 

Courtney 
Schuster 

Kerri 
McMahon 

Courtney 
Bertos 

Allison 
Andreano 

Jessica 
Garrabrant 

Kaitlin 
Nazario 

Elle  
Tansey 

1998 1999 2000 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2004 2005 

Lauren 
Gregory 

Brianna 
Rush 

Crystal 
Lee 

Catherine 
McMahon 

Heather 
Casey 

Diana 
D’Achille 

Jen Jarvis 
Jen Perry 

Kristen 
Randolph 

Andrea 
Bush 

Ashley 
Lesch  

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Harold	Quinn	III	Memorial	
Award	

Most	All	Around	Senior	
Athlete	‐	Female	

 

Barbara LoPallo 
1971 

Ashley Lesch 
2014 

Tara Murphy & Lacy Thiery 
1993 



Pam 
Boyce 

Jill  
Vandermark 

Lisa 
Hughes 

Bonnie 
Bailey 

Karen 
Ferrentino 

 
???????? 

Sue 
Goode 

RoseMary 
Williams 

 
??????? 

Sandra 
Haywood 

1966 
Graduating Year 

1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

 
??????? 

Eileen 
Wagner 

????? Michele 
McCue 

Kathy 
Lowry 

 
???????? 

 
???????? 

Nancy 
Carson 

Lisa 
Smith 

Debbie 
O’Dowd 

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Jackie 
Ward 

Debbie 
Mahn 

Melanie 
Gross 

Kelly 
O’Brien 

Amy  
Pinnamonti 

Vickie  
Catanzaro 

Dawn 
Donofrio 

 
??????? 

Sue  
Weldon 

Lisa  
Petti 

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Becky 
Hall 

Mary 
McKeon 

Shelby 
Brown 

Jaclyn 
Maritato 

Jennie 
Frackenpohl 

 
??????? 

 
??????? 

Caitlin 
Higdon 

Jessica 
Garrabrandt 

Cristina 
DaFonseca 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Alyson 
Urniasz 

Maria  
Korjenevitch 

Emma 
Grabowski 

Alyssa 
Meola 

Cassandra 
Tomkins 

 
??????? 

Megan 
Clark 

Diana 
Mikula 

Brittany 
DeHart 

 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014  

Football	Queens		
1965	‐	74	

Homecoming	Queens		
1975	‐	Present 

Pam Boyce 
1966 

Brittany DeHart 
2014 

If you know any of the missing Queens please contact me at: dbenz@mhrd.org 

Mary McKeon and Emma Grabowski were MK Homecoming 
Queens - Now Morris Knolls Teachers 

mailto:dbenz@mhrd.org�


PJ  
DiPalma 

 
??????? 

Tony 
Jones 

Mike  
Alamo 

Mike 
Mulligan 

John  
Balsamo 

Dirk  
Oltman 

Eric  
Simonsen 

 
??????? 

Chris  
Barche o 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 

Chris 
Cervona 

Drew 
Pronko 

Peter 
Muench 

Steve 
Braybrook 

Robert 
Vorhies 

James 
Munchmore 

 
??????? 

 
??????? 

 
??????? 

Todd 
Eisinger 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

Ross  
Florance 

Tom 
Murray 

 
??????? 

Vincent 
DeRosa 

 
??????? 

 
??????? 

 
??????? 

 
???????? 

Dan 
DaFonseca 

Tom 
Schreck 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Homecoming	Kings		
1985	‐	2004	

Mr.	MK	2005	‐	Present 

PJ DiPalma 1985 
First Homecoming King 

Tom Schreck - Mr. MK 
2014 

If you know any of the missing Kings please contact me at: dbenz@mhrd.org 

Matt Magnusson 2005 
First Mr. MK 

mailto:dbenz@mhrd.org�




The Championships 
1964 – 2014 

50 Years of Champions 
 

Conference Championships   116 
County Championships     33 
State Sectional Championships    51 
State Championships      10 
Total Championships    210 
 
Football 
 
1965 IAC – Undefeated - Coach Frank Marino 
1974 IAC – Undefeated – Coach John Deibert 
1976 IAC – Coach Bill Regan 
1978 IHC – Coach Bill Regan 
1980 IHC - Coach Bill Regan 
1994 North 2 Group III - Coach Bill Regan 
1995 North 2 Group IV - Coach Bill Regan 
1996 North 2 Group III - Coach Bill Regan 
2005 IHC, North 1 Group IV – Undefeated  – Coach Bill Regan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Boys Soccer 
 
1966 Group III North 2 State – Coach Herb 
Lindsley 
1969 IAC, Group III North 2 – Coach Herb 
Lindsley 
1971 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1974 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 

1965 – First Football Championship 

2005 – Undefeated State Champs 

1966 – First Boys Soccer Championship 

11 Individual State Champs 
96 Individual Morris 
County Champions 



1975 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1976 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1981 Morris County – Coach Jerry Sheska 
1984 Morris County – Coach Brian Housle 
1986 Morris County – Coach Brian Housle 
 
Field Hockey 
 
1975 IAC – Coach Carol Provost 
1976 IAC, Sectional Champs – Coach 
Carol Provost 
1997 Section 1 Group IV, Group IV State 
– Coach Trish Colvin 
1998 IHC, Morris County, Section 1 
Group IV – Coach Trish Colvin 
1999 IHC, Morris County, Section 1 
Group IV – Coach Trish Smith 
2000 IHC, Section 1 Group IV – Coach Trish Smith 
2001 IHC, Section 1 Group IV – Coach Kristy McHale 
2006 IHC – Coach Amy Ottavinia 
2008 IHC, Section 1 Group IV – Coach Amy Ottavinia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Girls Soccer 
1984 IHC, Morris County – Coach Herb 
Lindsley 
1985 IHC, Morris County, North 2 Group IV, 
Group IV State  – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1986 IHC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1987 IHC, Morris County – Coach Herb 
Lindsley 
1988 IHC, Morris County – Coach Herb 
Lindsley 
2001 IHC – Coach Stephan Zdanowicz 

1975 First Field Hockey Championship 

1997 Field Hockey State Champions 

1984 – First Conference and County Champions 



1989 - Girls X-Country – First Champions 

2002 North 2 Group III  – Coach Stephan Zdanowicz 
2004 IHC – Coach Stephan Zdanowicz 
2009 North 2 Group IIII  – Coach Stephan Zdanowicz 
2010 NJAC – Coach Stephan Zdanowicz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Girls Tennis 
 
1988 IHC, Group IV North II State – Coach Dan Benz 
 
Girls Cross Country 
 
1989 IHC, Group IV North 2 State – Coach Jim Feehan 
1990 IHC, Morris County, Group IV North 2 State – 
Coach Jim Feehan 
1991 IHC, Morris County, Group III North 2 State  – 
Coach Jim Feehan 
1992 IHC – Coach Jim Feehan 
2001 IHC, IHC Dual, Group IV North 2 State – Coach 
Jim Feehan 
2002 IHC, IHC Dual, Group III North 2 State – Coach 
Jim Feehan 
2003 Morris County, IHC, IHC Dual, Group III North 1 
State - Coach Jim Feehan 
2010 NJAC – Coach Jim Feehan 
 
Boys Cross Country 
1966 Group II North II State – Coach Marty Grogan 
1983 IHC – Coach Jim Feehan 
1984 IHC – Coach Jim Feehan 
1993 IHC – Coach Vicky Allison 
1994 Group III North 2 State – Coach Vicky Allison 
 

1985 State Champions 

Girls Tennis – The Only Championship Team 

1966 – First Boys X-Country Champs 



Boys Basketball 
 
1966 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1967 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1968 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1969 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1970 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1971 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1972 IAC, Morris County – Coach 
Herb Lindsley 
1973 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1974 IAC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1975 IAC, Morris County – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1976 IHC, Morris County – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1979 IHC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
2012 NJAC – Coach Ken Ferrare 
 
Girls Basketball 
 
1991 IHC – Coach Herb Lindsley 
1993 IHC – Coach Dan Benz 
1994 Group III North 2 State  - Coach Dan Benz 

 
 
 

 
Wrestling 
 
1983 IHC – Coach Dick Scorese 
1984 IHC, Dist. 15 – Coach Dick Scorese 
1985 IHC – Coach Dick Scorese 
1986 IHC – Coach Dick Scorese 
1987 IHC, Morris County, Dist. 15 – Coach 
Dick Scorese 
1988 Morris County, Dist. 15 – Coach Dick 

1966 – First MK Boys Basketball Champions 

1991 – First Girls Basketball Champions 

1994 – State Sectional Champions 

1984 – First Wrestling Champions 



Scorese 
2006 IHC, Morris County, State Sectional – Coach Larry Rizzo 
2012 NJAC, Dist 2 – Coach Larry Rizzo 
 
Ice Hockey 
 
1989 Halvorsen Division Champions – Coach John 
Kovacs 
1990 Mennan Cup Champions – Coach John 
Kovacs 
1995 Halvorsen Division Champions – Coach 
Kovacs 
2001 Halvorsen Division Champions – Coach Walt 
Keiper 
2005 Public School State, Mennan Cup & Division 
Champions – Coach Walt Keiper 
2010 Mennen Cup – Coach Walt Keiper 
2012 Mennen Division Champs – Coach Walt 
Keiper 
2014 Public A State Champs - Coach  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boys Fencing 
 
1971 NJ Central Division Champs – Frederick Hackett 
1971 Sabre Team State Champs – Frederick Hackett 
1973 Sabre Team State Champs – Frederick Hackett 
1997 District 1 Foil Team Champs – Coach Jack Griffiths 
 
Girls Swimming 
 
2004 IHC Dual (Undefeated), IHC, North 1-A State Sectional Champs – Coach Kathy Hall 
2005 IHC Dual, North 1-A State Sectional Champs – Coach Kathy Hall 
 

State Champions – 2005, 2014 



 
Co-ed Swimming 
 
1997 IHC Co-ed – Coach John Adey 
 
 
Girls Indoor Track 
 
2005 Morris County Relays – Coach Byron Collins 
2006 Morris County Relays – Coach Byron Collins 
2009 Group 3 Sec. 1 State Champions – Coach 
Byron Collins 
2010 Group 3 Sec. 1 State Champions – Coach 
Byron Collins 
2012 MCT Relays – Coach Byron Collins 
 
Bowling 
 
2006 Conference – Coach Greg Elbin 
2007 State Sectional – Coach Greg Elbin 
2012 NJAC, MCT – Coach Greg Elbin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baseball 
 
1967 IAC – Coach Gene Kelly 
1971 IAC – Coach Gene Kelly 
1973 Morris County – Coach Gene Kelly 
1981 IHC – Coach Frank Elias 
1982 IHC – Coach Frank Elias 
1988 IHC, Morris County – Coach Frank Elias 
1989 Morris County – Coach Frank Elias 

First Swimming Champs – Boys & Girls 

2005 - First Indoor Track Champions 

2006 - First Bowling Champions 

1967 – First Baseball Champions 



1991 North 2 Group IV – Coach Frank Elias 
1999 North 2 Group IV – Coach Frank Elias 
2011 North 1 Group IV – Coach Adam Bonfiglio 
 
 
 
 
 
Softball 
 
1977 IHC – Coach Martha Seyler 
1980 Group IV Section II, Group IV State – Coach 
Martha Seyler 
1984 IHC – Coach Martha Seyler 
1985 IHC – Coach Martha Seyler 
1993 IHC – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
1999 IHC, Morris County – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
2000 IHC, Group IV North 2 – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
2001 IHC – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
2002 IHC, Morris County – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
2003 IHC – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
2004 IHC – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
2005 IHC, Morris County – Coach Pete Lazzaro 
2008 IHC, Morris County – Coach Keith Heineman 
2010 NJAC, Group 4 North 1 State Sectional, Group IV State Champions – Coach Keith 
Heineman 
2011 NJAC, Group 4 North 1 State Sectional – Coach Keith Heineman 
2012 NJAC – Coach Keith Heineman 
2013 NJAC – Coach Keith Heineman 
2014 Morris County, Group 4 North 1 State Sectional – Coach Keith Heineman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1991 – First State Sectional Champions 

1977 - First Softball Championship Team 

     

State Champions – 1980, 2010 



1988 - First Girls Track Champions 

Girls Track 
 
1988 Morris County – Coach Jim Feehan 
1989 Group IV North 2 State – Coach Jim Feehan 
1990 Group IV North 2 State – Coach Jim Feehan 
1997 Group III North 2 State – Coach Jim Feehan 
2001 IHC Dual Meet – Undefeated – Coach Jim 
Feehan 
2003 Group III North 2 State – Coach Jim Feehan 
2004 Group III North 1 State, IHC, IHC Dual Meet 
(Undefeated), Morris County Relay 
Coach Jim Feehan 
2005 IHC Dual Meet (Undefeated) – Coach Jim Feehan 
2006 IHC Dual Meet (Undefeated), Morris County Relays – Coach Jim Feehan 
2009 IHC Dual Meet (Undefeated), Coach Laura Sornberger 
 
Boys Track 
 
1973 All Groups State – Coach Bill Regan 
1986 IHC Undefeated – Coach Matt Topoleski 
2011 NJAC – Coach Bill Thalman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boys Tennis 
 
1970 IAC – Coach R. Gorgone 
1972 IAC – Coach R. Gorgone 
1973 IAC – Coach R. Gorgone 
1993 Morris County – Coach Dan Benz 
1994 Group III North 2 State – Coach Dan Benz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1977 – All Groups State Track Champions 

1970 - First Tennis Champions 

State Sectional Champions 



Golf 
 
1973 IAC – Coach Ron Reinhard 
1975 IAC – Coach Mike George 
1976 IAC – Coach Mike George 
1977 IAC, Morris County, Dist. 5 North – Coach 
Mike George 
2003 IHC – Coach Rob Moore 
 
Girls Lacrosse 
 
2010 NJAC – Coach Amy Richter 
2011 NJIGLL – Coach Amy Richter 
 

1973 – First Golf Champions 



State	Champions	
1964	–	2014	

 

1968 
Tim Steele 

Cross Country, 2 Mile 

1976 
John Rogalo 

Javelin 

1979 
Tom Iuliano 
Pole Vault 

1982 
Sally Rear 

500 Yd. Freestyle 

1989 
Jennifer Schweizer 

400 Meters 

1989, 1990 
Andy Brethorst 

Pole Vault 



1995, 1996 
Brian Elko 

Backstroke & Fly 

1998 
Nick Orton 

Foil 

2003 
Kate Nazario 

Javelin 

2006 
Lauren Gregory 

800 Meters 

2013 
Nick Patterson 

Pole Vault 



Athletic	Directors	
1964	–	2014	

 

Gene Kelly Frank Fox Bob Storm 

Jack Francis Bill Schilling Ken Mullen 



Coaches

file:///S|/B49/Benz/50th%20Anniversary/webpage/athletics/default.htm[6/12/2014 8:27:24 AM]

Football
Frank Merino 1965 - 1966
Lorenzo Tironi 1967 - 1968
John Deibert 1969 - 1974
Bill Regan 1975 - Present

Field Hockey
Carol Provost 1972 - 1976
S. Mota 1978
Jane Crothers 1979 - 1985
Andrea Vladichak 1986 - 1989
Jane Jones 1990 - 1993
Elisa Merle 1994 - 1995
Trish Colvin 1996 - 2000
Kristy McHale 2001 - 2003
Amy Ottavania 2004 - 2010
Kristen Haberthur - 2010 -
Present

Boys Soccer
Herb Lindsley 1965 - 1978
Jerry Sheska 1979 - 1981
R. Neumann 1982
Brian Housle 1983 - 1990
Scott Mayer 1991 - 1992
Doug DeMarco 1993 - 1994
J. Marriott 1995 - 1996
Peter Lubrecht 1997
Armen Simoniants 1998 - 2001
Mike Mugavero 2002 - Present

Girls Soccer
Herb Lindsley 1979 - 1992
Mike Pendrak 1993 - 1995
Earnie Sandonato 1996 - 2000
Stephan Zdanowicz 2001 -
Present

Boys Basketball
Herb Lindsley 1964 - 1986
Dan Benz 1986 - 1988
Dirk Kelly 1988 - 1991
George Davenport 1991 -
1993
Mike Nassar 1993 - 1995
Jim Pisciotto 1995 - 2006
Ken Ferrare - 2006 - Present

Girls Basketball
M. Chase 1972 - 1975
J. LaVorgna 1975 - 1977
Jan Deely 1977 - 1981
Bo Craig 1981 - 1989
Adam Bonfiglio 1989-90
Herb Lindsley 1990 - 1992
Dan Benz 1992 - 1994
Elisa Merle 1994 - 1997
Sandy Feld 1997 - Present

Wrestling
A. Barnes - 1964 - 1967
Al Gilbert - 1967-68
James Lariviere 1968-69
Robert Forte 1969 - 1972
Dick Scorese 1972 - 1988
Jeff Churchill 1988 - 2002
Larry Rizzo - 2003 - Present

Co-Ed Swimming
John Randall 1974 - 1978
Carl Malinak 1978 - 1985
Jane (Crothers) Jones 1985 -
1991
Rob Hoffman 1991 - 1995
Santomeno 1995-96

Baseball
Gene Kelly 1965 - 1973
Lee Seras 1974 - 1980
Frank Elias 1981 - 1999
Adam Bonfiglio 2000 - 2014

Softball
Martha Seyler 1973 - 1987
Carl Malinak 1988
Pete Lazzaro 1989 - 2007
Keith Heineman 2008 - Present

Boys Tennis
Frank Marino 1967
R. Ackerman 1968
Rich Gorgone 1969 - 1974
John Randall 1975 - 1979
L. Goduto 1980
Dan Benz 1981 - Present

Boys Track
Marty Grogan 1965 - 1969
Bill Regan 1970 - 1981
James Feehan 1982
Matt Topoleski 1983 - 1987
Brian Housle 1988 - 1990
Matt Topoleski 1991 - 2000
Bill Thalman - 2001 - Present

Girls Track
T. Winters 1977 - 1979
Cindy Fulton 1980
Lyle Arnheiter 1981
Marty Grogan 1982 - 1986
Ann Bair 1987
James Feehan 1988 - 2006



Coaches
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Girls Tennis
Jane Crothers 1977 - 1978
C. Fulton 1979
Marit Gaynor 1980 - 1981
Dan Benz 1982 - Present

Boys Cross Country
Marty Grogan 1965 - 1974
Greg Polzer 1975 - 1979
James Feehan 1981 - 1987
Vicky (Scozzafava) Allison
1988 - 1992
Michelene VonDoehren 1995 -
2003
Bill Thallman 2004 - Present

Girls Cross Country
T. Winters 1977
Cindy Derhapgopian 1978 -
1981
Marty Grogan 1982 - 1984
Ann Bair 1985 - 1987
James Feehan 1988 -
Marlene Thalman

Girls Volleyball
Dave DeNure 2003 - Present

 

John Adey 1996 - 1998
Kathy Hall - 1999 - Present
Tom Stief (Boys)- 2009 -
Present

Girls Fencing
Carol Provost 1972 - 1975
Marit Gaynor 1975 - 1977
L. Lewis 1977 - 1980
Jane Crothers 1980 - 1983
Pete Mathews 1983 - 1987
Carol (Provost) Brown 1987 -
2005
Roger Jones - 2006 - 2010
Sarah Hasse - 2011 - Present

Boys Fencing
R. Titus 1964 - 1967
Fred Hackett 1967 - 1973
M. Holmes 1973-74
Dan Toder 1974 - 1979
Jack Griffiths 1979 - 2006
Jim Hasse 2007 - Present

Bowling
Greg Elbin 2003 - Present

Ice Hockey
Harold Curry 1964 - 65
Jack Moran 1965 - 75
John Gerstenmeir 1975 - 78
D. Stanek 1978 - 83
J. VanDuyne 1983 - 86
M. Espinoza 1986 - 87
John Kovacs 1987 - 96
R. Loderstedt 1996 - ?
Walt Keiper ? - Present

Indoor Track (B)
Matt Topoleski - ????
Bill Thalman ??? - Present

Indoor Track (G)
Byron Collins ???? - Present

 

Laura Sornberger 2007 - Present

Golf
Ron Reinhard 1969 - 1974
Mike George 1975 - 1977
Al Tinquist 1978 - 1981
Arnold Litichefsky 1982 - 1984
Ron Reinhard 1985 - 1999
Rob Moore 2000 - Present

Boys Lacrosse
Mark Grilo 2006 - 2012
Terrence Riley - 2013 - Present

Girls Lacrosse
Amy Richter Grilo 2006 -
Present



Directed by: Susan Rush 
1966: Oklahoma 
1967: The Boyfriend 
1968: Camelot 
 
Directed by: George 
McKinney 
1969: Where’s Charley? 
1970: The Apple Tree 
 
Directed by: Sue Zeller 
1971: How To Succeed In 
Business Without Really 
Trying 
1972: Fiddler On The Roof 
1973: Oliver! 
1974: Mame 
 
Directed by: Sheri Lenox 
1975: Li’l Abner 
1976: 110 in the Shade 
 
Directed by: Donna Persch 
1977: The Music Man 
1978: Oklahoma! 
Directed by: Mary Adams 
1979: Hello, Dolly! 

Spring	Musicals	
1964	–	2014	

 

Directed by: Sheri Lenoz 
1980: You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown 
1981: South Pacific 
1982: Mikado 
 
Directed by: James Lavin 
1983: A Funny Thing 
Happened On The Way To 
The Forum 
1984: No, No, Nanette 
1985: Grease 
1986: Annie 
1987: The Sound of Music 
1988: The Music Man 
1989: Carousel 
1990: My Fair Lady 
1991: Hello, Dolly! 
1992: Little Mary Sunshine 
1993: No, No, Nanette 
1994: Oklahoma! 
1995: Into the Woods 
1996: The Boy Friend 
1997: The Secret Garden 
1998: Fiddler On The Roof 
1999: Carousel 
 

2000: Godspell 
2001: Pippin 
2002: The Wiz 
 
Directed by: Stacy Snider 
2003: Guys And Dolls 
2004: Crazy for You 
2005: Merrily We Roll 
Along 
2006: Little Shop of 
Horrors 
2007: The Goodbye Girl 
 
Directed by: Sharon Garry 
2008 The Pajama Game 
2009 My Favorite Year 
2010 Footloose 
2011 How To Succeed In Business 
Without Really Trying 
2012 The Drowsy 
Chaperone 
2013 Legally Blonde 
2014 Guys and Dolls 

 



Spring	Musical	Directors	
1964	–	2014	

 

Susan Rush 
1966-68 

Sue Zeller 
1971-74 

Sheri Lenox 
1975,76, 80-82 

Donna Persch 
1977,78 

Mary Adams 
1979 

Jim Lavin 
1983-2002 

Stacy Snider 
2003-2007 

Sharon Garry 
2008-Present 

George McKinney 
1969,70 



First Musical - Oklahoma 

Video Clips 

The Wiz 2002  hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qd232O73f_o&feature=youtu.be 
 
Dana Legally Blonde  hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8yaU1Tfwsk 
 
Drowsey Chaperone  hƩps://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Drowsey+chaperone+morris+knolls 
 
Dana Guys and Dolls hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_2sta3DIQo 
 
LiƩle Shop of Horrors hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJgFgCS06HU 
 
Guys and Dolls 2003 https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=guys+and+dolls+morris+knolls 
 
Crazy for You https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=crazy+for+you+morris+knolls 

Crazy for You 2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4yQ43UuJqo&feature=youtu.be 
 
Merrily We Roll Along https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Merrily+we+roll+along+morris+knolls 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qd232O73f_o&feature=youtu.be�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8yaU1Tfwsk�
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Drowsey+chaperone+morris+knolls�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_2sta3DIQo�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJgFgCS06HU�
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=guys+and+dolls+morris+knolls�
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=crazy+for+you+morris+knolls�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4yQ43UuJqo&feature=youtu.be�
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Merrily+we+roll+along+morris+knolls�








The Morris Knolls Marching Band is a compe on ensemble that has seen much success in the USSBA/
USBands circuit in past and current years, earning it a reputa on as a band of high caliber not only in the 
state of NJ, but in the na on.  Within the past decade the band has achieved much success under the direc-

on of Daniel Schwartz.  The band has won the NJ State Championship during the 2003, 2007, 2009 and 2013 
seasons.  The band won an all Northeast Championship during the 2008 season.  The band has con nually 
finished in the Top 5 in the Na on at Na onal Championships from 2006-2013 and won the Silver Medal in 
2007 and 2010.  The band won the bronze medal in 2012.  The Color Guard has also achieved tremendous 
success having won Na onal Championships during the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2012, and 2013.  The 
percussion sec on was also named Na onal Champions in 2007 and 2012.  The Morris Knolls Marching Band 
was also chosen to perform hal ime at Super Bowl XLVIII in 2014. 

2013 Na onal Championships: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Z99Cn4ceYk 

2013 State Championships: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mQKs_klvTk 

2010 Northern States Championships: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18IDf0DX0rM 

2005 All States Championships: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-YT-9MWYVo 

2004 USSBA Championships: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTRT7iiFcWI 

Championships 
1986 - EMBA Champions - Director Peter Horton 
1987 - EMBA Champions Class 3 - Director Ed Argenziano 
1988 - EMBA Champions Class 4 - Director Ed Argenziano 
1994 - USSBA Group 2 Open Champions - Director Ed Argenziano 
1999 - USSBA Group 3A Champions - Director Ed Argenziano 
2003 - USSBA NJ State Champions - Director Dan Schwartz 
2006 - USSBA Color Guard Grand National Champions- Director Dan Schwartz 
2007 - USSBA NJ State Champions - Director Dan Schwartz 
2007 - USSBA Percussion Grand National Champions - Director Dan Schwartz 
2008 - USSBA All-States Champions Group 3 Open - Director Dan Schwartz 
2008 - USSBA Color Guard Grand National Champions - Director Dan Schwartz 
2009 - USSBA NJ State Champions Group 2 Open - Director Dan Schwartz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Z99Cn4ceYk�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mQKs_klvTk�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18IDf0DX0rM�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-YT-9MWYVo�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTRT7iiFcWI�


Rodger Lindemann Peter Horton 

Ed Argenziano Daniel Schwartz 

Band	Directors	
1964	–	2014	

 



Top - First Band 1966 

Bo om -  1968 











Video Clips 
1988 New Jersey All State Chorus Conducted by Mr. Eckstein Morris Knolls 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8nfrSyTj5A 

2010 Caroling: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldRtXqCphoE 

Performance in the Czech Republic: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtAS0jdWVlg 

2013 Spring Performance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skhEJl4JBcs 

Bohemian Rhapsody: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msN98kUPFEw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8nfrSyTj5A�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldRtXqCphoE�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtAS0jdWVlg�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skhEJl4JBcs�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msN98kUPFEw�


Dick Eckstein 

Chorus	Directors	
1964	–	2014	

 

Scott Mello Michael Semancik Andrew Kreckmann 

Susan Rush 



Top ‐ First Chorus 1966 

BoƩom ‐  1970’s 























The 1964 Time Capsule 
The 1964 Time Capsule was buried inside the foundation of the building in the 1964 corner 

stone. Many of its contents were destroyed by moisture and time. A 2015 time capsule will be 
buried here and will be opened in 2040 - 25 years from now. 

 
Contents: 3 Newspapers: The Daily Record, The Dover Advance, The Denville Citizen. A list 
of all the students at MK. A faculty manual. First Copy of The Quill. A 1964 Penny. 

 





Student Names - Most of the list was destroyed by moisture. 

The Program from the laying of the 1964 Corner Stone. 



Morris Knolls from the air. Ready to accept students. Picture taken by 
James Belcher who was a teacher at Morris Knolls for over 38 years and 

became a member of the  Morris Hills Regional District Board of  
Education. 

1964 Penny 



The History of Morris Knolls HS 

1964 - 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

Created By: Mr. Daniel Benz 
Business Education Teacher 

1978 - Current 2015 



Created By: Mr. Daniel Benz 
Business Education Teacher 

1978 - Current 2015 

1978 2015 
Morris Knolls HS has been my second home for over 38 years (currently 2015). It was with 
great pleasure that I put this book together on the 50 years of  History of Morris Knolls HS. 
Teaching and coaching at MK has been an incredible and rewarding experience for me. Morris 
Knolls is by far the best school that I could ever work for.  

Mr. Daniel Benz, Business Education Teacher, Basketball and Tennis Coach 



Science Wing 2007 

Extension 1967 

Tennis Courts 2007 

Caruso Stadium 1983 

Turf Field 2013 

Gym Extension 1967 

New Cafeterias 2007 

Cafe Extension 1967 

Auditorium 1967 
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